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Beta Chapter—Fargo, Moorhead 
Beta Chapter members devoted the February meeting to making fleece blankets for the YWCA Women's Shelter. Support of the shelter is an ongo-

ing project of the chapter. 
 
 
Pictured from left to right: Linda Mani-
kowske working on a blanket; Collette 
Folstad and Ann Braaten, at right is  Ann 
Braaten with finished blanket 
Lower left are Jennette Dittman and 
Connie Knain with a finished blanket 
and lower right pictured is WooMi Jo 

starting to work on her blanket.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Braaten explained the significance of the Katherine 
Kilbourne Burgum display and conducted a tour of the 
Emily Reynolds Costume Collection. This collection 
includes items from Ori Brunson who was a State Presi-
dent and Regional Director. 
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Delta Chapter—Bismarck 

 Donna L. Knutson studied in Costa Rica. She participated in Miami University’s Earth Expeditions global field course. 

Knutson studied biotic, physical and cultural forces that affect tropical biodiversity at the Monteverde Cloud Forest Reserve 

and La Selva Biological Station. 

 
Marilyn Johnson has been chosen by Governor Jack Dalrymple as a recipient of the 2015 Governor's Award for the Arts in 
the Arts in Education category.  Marilyn established the Students Instructional Program - A Little Taste of the Arts (SIP) in 
the Bismarck elementary schools.  This gives each grade level an opportunity to attend a fine arts program such as a play, 
concert, opera, etc.  and includes appropriate vocabulary and attendee etiquette information.  See article at the right. 
 
 

The October meeting of Delta Chapter was held at the recently expanded 
North Dakota Heritage Center.  The meeting culminated with a tour of the 
new exhibits and galleries led by Claudia Berg, newly named Director or the 
Heritage Center. 
Picture by the teepee at the Heritage Center.  Standing:  Pat Herbal, Sarah 
Francetich, Lorraine Lutjens, Irene Hoffman, Bev Zink  Seated:  Fay Bergley, 
Bev Patch-Larson, Letha Lewis, Donna J. Knutson,  Mavis Fuher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Delta Chapter met at and toured the 
new Liberty elementary school in 

Bismarck.  Jeannie Perius, a transfer from Bowman was introduced to her new 
Delta Sisters.  Pictured at the right is the group at Liberty. Jeannie Perius is in the 
red at center. 
 
 

 
 
Marilyn Johnson hosted the Christmas festiv-
ities at her home.  The highlight of the social 
was the donation of DVDs, WE Station 
games and a $100.00 gift to the Abused Adult 
Resource Center for the young people at the 
shelter.  Additional donations for the AARC 
were collected to be used for future gifts. 
Pictured at left is Marilyn Johnson (standing). 
Bev Patch-Larson and Pat Herbal (seated). 
 
 

 

 

 

Fay Bergley, Rosemary Hanson, Wanda Melhoff, Diana Schneider and Dotti 
Schmeling  met in February to work out plans for the upcoming Alpha Omi-
cron State convention.  This was the agenda for the joint meeting of Delta and 

Phi chapters in February. 
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Theta Chapter—Williston 

We are working to raise money for Imagination Library. We donate $150 to Warm-

up Harmon Park. Warm-up Harmon Park is an event after that parade of lights on 
Black Friday. It is a great way for us to give back to our community. Our goal is to 
raise at least $1000 by April so we can donate it. We held a fundraiser at the Taco 

Johns in Williston in November to raise some of the money. We also had a painting 
class with a local artist in February. It was a lot of fun for us to be out of our com-

fort zones and learn that we aren't as terrible as we expected. Pictured at the right 
are the artists. 

 

Iota Chapter—Dickinson 

Iota Chapter has had a busy and exciting year thus far. Two of our members hosted our chapter meetings at their homes. Barbara 

Beggs,  along with the help of Mary Ann Unruh, hosted the November meeting at the home of Barbara.  Cleo Kulish, along with 

the help of her daughter Carma and  Janice Henning,  hosted the November  meeting at Cleo’s  home. At both of these meetings 

we had fun and a great time. The home-cooked meals along with many home baked goodies were excellent. We all left stuffed. 

In fact, some of us even took some of our goodies home with us. 

At our February meeting our group had Calvin Lunberg a Korean War Veteran speak to us about patriotism and his war experi-

ences. He said that even after all these years he still finds some of his experiences difficult to speak about, especially about Pork 

Chop Hill. We thanked Calvin and all veterans for their service to our country so that we are able to have the freedoms we pos-

ses. 

Iota Chapter donated $350 to our project, “Books and Bibs for Babies”. Our chapter, along with the Badlands Reading Council, 

donate books, bibs, and literature about the importance of reading to children to St. Joseph’s Hospital in Dickinson.  These items 

are given throughout the year  to the parents of all new-born babies. 

A big thank you needs to go out to Barbara Beggs our corresponding Secretary. Barbara has been busy keeping in touch with our 

members who our unable to attend our chapter meetings .This is one way that we can stay connected, especially with those elder-

ly members who do not have computers. 

Lambda Chapter –Rugby, Bottineau, Town-

er,Wolford,York,Knox, Rolla, Devils Lake 

The Lambda chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma honored three members for their 

“90+” birthdays and their contributions to the Lambda chapter, as well as con-

tributions to their communities.  Elsie Black, Irene Hager, and Virginia Fair-

brother have celebrated their 90th birthdays, and they have combined over 130 

years of Lambda chapter membership.  

Irene Hager was initiated into the chapter December 6, 1969. Throughout the 

years, Irene taught in rural schools near Alamo and Wolford, and also elemen-

tary school in Towner and Rugby Little Flower School. She has served in nu-

merous Lambda committee positions over the years—most recently as histori-

an and prepared the chapter history and scrapbooks.   

Elsie Black was also initiated on December 6, 1969.  Elsie taught elementary school in Berwick, Minot, Know, Wolford, and 

Leeds.  She has served in various chapter committee and officer positions—most notably Elsie served as Lambda treasurer for 

nearly 20 years.  

Virginia Fairbrother was initiated to the chapter on December 1, 1973.  Virginia taught in Lancaster, MN as well as Towner Pub-

lic School. She has served in many Lambda officer positions, including chapter president. 

During the celebration, Chapter President Vicki Boehnke welcomed guests and Jan Repnow led a trivia activity which honored 

the three special members.  The twenty chapter members, as well as other family and friends in attendance, enjoyed birthday cake 

and refreshments.  

Honored Members Photo ID:   

Irene Hager, Virginia Fairbrother (seated), Elsie Black 
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Lambda chapter group photo: 

Back: L to R—Rhonda Condit, Diane Dufner, Sharon Mar-

quardt, Bonnie Livedalen, Liz Deckert, Brenda Seehafer, Jo-

anne McCarty, Carol Braaten, Vicki Boehnke, Lori Erickson 

Middle:  L to R—Jeannie Orke, Elsie Black, Irene Hager, Vir-

ginia Fairbrother, Connie Nelson, Marlys Johnson 

Front:  L to R—Jan Repnow, Khloe Sobolik, Deb Zavada, 

Wanda Follman 

 

 

 

Nu Chapter –Minot and area 

Sue Thompson was as a volunteer , on behalf of Bread of Life Lutheran 

Church in Stockholm Hall & 

Barb Matteson volunteered her  services at the General Store in Rey-

kjavik Hall at Hostfest, the largest Scandiavian Festival in the United 

States. 

Pictured at the right are 

Sue Thompson and far 

right is Barb Matteson 

 
Members of the Nu chapter spent an evening Christmas caroling at The View, Ma-

ple View & Somerset Court, all senior citizen living facilities. After caroling, fel-

lowship was held at Linda Kumpf’s beautifully decorated home. 

DKG Nu Caroling picture 

Top: Linda Christianson, Angie Speiser, Joy Shirek, Brenda Demke, Nancy Person, 

guest Jessica Graf, guest Alyssa Beyer, Colleen Schwan, Jennie Sovak, Sharon 

Johnson, Julianne Bonner, Dawn Freeman, Paula Simonson, Leslie Barney, Carol 

Stolt, Sandra Starr and Holly Eidsness. 

Paula Simonson, Escuela Pre-school teacher, 

demonstrating proper etiquette on how to hold a teacup correctly, how to nibble on a cookie, and 

how to talk politely with their grandmas and grandpas at a Tea Party held at the school. Pictured at 

right is Paula Simonson 

Leslie Barney’s Mystic Jazz band and Mystic Jazz Combo per formed at the Magic City Jazz 

Festival. Two of her students received scholarships to attend Jazz Week at 

International Music Camp. Barney’s 7th & 8th gr  band students were 

participants in the Minot Middle School Honor Band festival held at Min-

ot State University. 

Rochelle Feldner, trombone and Leslie Barney, alto saxophone, members of “The Swing Band of Min-

ot” also performed at the Magic City Jazz Festival. 

Rochelle Feldner ‘s home was featured on the 2014 Holiday Tour  of Homes sponsored by the Taube 

Museum of Art. Her home was decorated in North Dakota Western decor with lighted tumbleweeds to 

barbed wire, burlap accents and much more. There were traditions of western culture stemming from Ro-

chelle’s home town of Killdeer. Pictured at the left is a photo from her home. 
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Nu News continued 

Holly Eidsness instructor  of “Broadway Kids” will be teaching classes on skits, jokes, and musical numbers arranged in a vaude-

ville-show style. 

Beth Rasch/ Choral Director  at Ramstad Middle School had 8 students qualify for  ND Amer ican Choral Directors All-State 

Choir Feb. 6-7 in Mandan. The 7th Grade choir is performing with the MPS Honor Orchestra on Feb. 26. Her 8th Grade choir is 

performing “Alice in Wonderland” on March 31. 

 

Pi Chapter-Edgely, LaMoure,Oakes. etc 

The last week of October a “Scholastic Book Fair” was held at the Edgeley School Library where I am the librarian.  I don't know 

what possessed me...but I sent out a challenge to our teachers and students.  I set a goal of $2,500 in sales; and if we met that goal, I 

would dye my hair purple.  Yes, purple!  I even told them that I had the appointment all set for the Wednesday after the book fair.  It 

wasn't that the amount was too out of line...3 years ago we made $2,400. 

Friday morning I did a quick count, and we had collected $2,250.  I debated about making an announcement of how close we were 

to the goal.  But I told the school secretary, and she made the announcement for me over the school intercom.  You wouldn't believe 

how many teachers and administrators came in and bought materials that afternoon. 

After they recounted the money in the office on Monday, the total amount was $2,600; which meant off to the hair salon to have a 

most unusual dye job done on my hair.  It looked like such a bright shade of purple when the stylist was working on my hair; it did 

change into a darker shade.  It took a little over a week to wash the color out of my hair. 

I don't think the students really believed I'd do it...they were all waiting at the door for me Thursday morning.  I even got notes from 

the students:  "We have the best librarian because she dyed her hair"; and "Miss Arlien is awesome because she dyed her hair".  

These are really their words, not mine!  They also think we should do it again...but blue hair this time!  I do have a “Buy one, Get 

one free” book fair coming up in April....hmmmm ....blue hair for spring???? 

 

 

Karen Arlien, Edgeley School Librarian 

Member of Pi Chapter 
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Psi Chapter—Bowman, Hettinger 

This story is reprinted with permission from Bryce Martin | Pioneer Editor | bmartin@countrymedia.net 

As a continued effort to promote literacy and education, several members of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society’s Bowman Psi Chap-
ter made a donation last week to the Pioneer Trails Regional Museum. 

Lois Anderson, Shirley Jensen and Alta Schaar, each a retired rural school educator and members of Bowman’s Psi Chapter, present-
ed the museum with a copy of “North Dakota: 1960 to the Millennium.” The soft-cover book, which retails for over $100, is a chron-
icle of North Dakota’s history from 1960 to the millennium, written by Kimberly Porter. 

 
“It was a very generous donation,” said Lori Nohner, manager of the Pioneer Trails Regional Museum. “We’ve loved working with 
that group of ladies and anything to help promote history and literacy in the counties is great.” 

Nohner and Dorothy Pearson, a museum board member and country schoolteacher for two years, graciously accepted the donation as 
an important piece of history and promotion of literacy in the county. 

The chapter’s donation to the museum was just one of its annual projects to help promote literacy in the area. In the past the chapter 
donated books to Hettinger, Rhame, Scranton and Bowman health care clinics and have provided scholarships for women seeking to 
further their education. 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society, an international society for key women educators, was founded 86 years ago in Texas. Its original 
mission was to effect equal pay for female educators, a fight women still wage in today’s society. 

The organization has since adopted new standards, with one of its present goals to tackle illiteracy across the country and, chiefly for 
Bowman’s group, in southwest North Dakota schools. 

Permission was granted in April 1989 for the creation of a new Psi chapter and, in 1994, one was formed in Bowman by Alpha Omi-
cron State President Orpha Prather. 

The Bowman chapter began with 13 members and now has 17, of which six are founding members. The chapter’s membership con-
sists of female educators, serving from the Bowman County area and Hettinger. 

Anderson, who resides in Bowman County, previously worked as an elementary educator, then went on to be elected as superinten-
dent of Bowman and Slope County school districts, when the jobs were combined, in 1984. She retired from Slope in 2004 and from 
Bowman two years later. 

“Teaching in rural schools was fun,” Anderson said. She added that travelling to the different schools in the area was enjoyable. 

Schaar, a resident of Scranton, worked as a fifth grade teacher then moved on to become a librarian until retirement. Though she 
continued work in the school system as a substitute teacher for several years. 

Schaar recalled fond memories of years working as a teacher, but admitted with a laugh that teaching algebra was most difficult. 

 

mailto:bmartin@countrymedia.net
http://www.bowmanextra.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/book-donation.jpg
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Psi news continued... 

Jensen, also of Bowman, spent 22 years as an elementary educator and city librarian until she retired several years ago. 

The three women each graduated college with a Bachelor’s Degree. 

By Bryce Martin | Pioneer Editor | bmartin@countrymedia.net 

 

Bowman’s Psi Chapter members Shirley Jensen, Lois An-
derson and Alta Schaar take a photo with Lori Nohner, man-

ager of the Pioneer Trails Regional Museum, center, and 
Dorothy Pearson, far right, a museum board member after 

the chapter donated a book, “North Dakota: 1960 to the Mil-
lenium,” to the museum’s collection. (Photo by Bryce Mar-
tin | Pioneer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epsilon Mu Chapter—Grand Forks and Walsh Counties 

Epsilon Mu chapters held their annual Christmas party fundraiser for the CVIC (Community Violence Intervention) and brought 

gifts for a family and others. 

The winter meetings included a session on  the Sunshine Hospitality House that is being built in Grand Forks and a speaker from the 

Senior Citizens group. A donation was sent to the Sunshine House.  

 

 

Remember to send chapter news by July 1 to  

fmmabel@polarcomm.com 

Send pictures in JPEG format please. 

mailto:bmartin@countrymedia.net

